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”Efiﬁb{ﬂ Anderson: Two-fish walleye and bass limits obscure
B real issue on Mille Lacs
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The two-fish walleye limit this yaar is supposed to help fishing long-term but doesn’t
address the real problem.
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inchaa), a slot that almast no ona cauld hit, so difficult was it to find !K:ﬁ :;t;nr:n Dennis
figh of that size.

i r, follawing DNR estimates that wallayes In 1he lake have Andersoft Hunt clubs help
-srll;li:d)giato ; 4Dwyegar low, with diapropartionately too faw small fish syatain wild-bird punters -
among them, & vestly differsnt harvest scheme is in force. Now the and vice veraa
DNR says the only walieyes (in addition to cne again that ean ba ,

Jangar than 28 inches) anglers can keep must e betwean 16 and 20 Anderaon; Early-seazor ite
inches, fish that should welgh between 2 and 3 pounds, fishing for nerthem in

ta haa baan cut Chisaga City
iti i -fishing guota bias bee
Additienally, the Mille Lacs walleye sport g 0

in half this year, ta 178,500 pounds — pathaps 100,0()0_ p?unds of
which (s DNR estimate), or more, will be: sccolnted for in “rel@ase
martafity,” meaning that's the poundage of Mile Laca walleyes that
will dia this yesar afier being caught and releasad.
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ining i i Ik be only
Remaining in the quata under thoge circUMStENEES Wou
78,800 pcﬁmds of walleyes to be caught and kept by anglars n tha
coming seagon. Then the lake, perhaps, would ha shut down to
walleya fishing.

i i {ag only-
Unleas, of courss, the DNR Knows somathmg everyone e
suspects: that there are 5o few 18- ta 20-inch walleyas In the lake that
the quota never will be reached, ro matter how many paople fih it,

Meanwhila, the eight bands of Chippewa who net Mille Lacs duting
the spring spawn (their quota was alsa halved, to 71,250 paunds)
have given ha indicatien thay will change thes mesh size of thelr nets,
which tend 1o targat walleyes 18 inches and amaller, the gama fizh
sport anglers are trying o prifect.
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All of which, no matier whose lens you viaw it through, is l::'izarra, in
that the bands are ysing nets during the spring spawn 1o virtually
ghaure a highly effactive harvast of sama of the same fish that, come
tive sport-fishing opaner May 11, averyons slse will try to protect.

Why the protection effort?

Bacsuse {he smaller fish, or many of tham, représent the 2008-year
clasa of Mille |ees walleyes, behind which, for whatever reasan, e
robust welleys year class follows.

Consider also the lake's new smalimouth feguiations.

Last year, anglers could keep one smallle from Mille Lacs, but it had
io reasure greater than 21 inches, = trus hawy pushing the 5-pound
range.

This wag in keeping with maintenance of what in racent ygars has
baseme a warld-class smalmetth fishery that attracts anglers from
throughout the Midwast.

B0 what goes the DNR do?

In an attempt to replace same ar all of an unknewn number of wallaye
anglera the agenqy fear might not visit the lake and spend rmaney,
hurting the local economy, because of the tight harvest slot and tweo-
fish limit, officials in & singhe season kick up the smailmauth limit from
ana to six (harvested fish this year must be under 17 inghes, with ong
qver 20},

Bya-bya world-clags smalimouth fishery,

Meanwhile, among DMR Mille Lacs fisheries managers, practiced as
thay are in both public-resource and public-ralations managarmaent,
tha "naw narmal” is to theorize that sa many factors affect the lake

and ifs fishery that it's impossible ta decide which amang them iz
foremost.

The lake, atter all, now has zebra mussels galore and a sampling of
other invasive species. as well 35 burgeoning srmallmouth bass and
narthern pike populations, Also, thanks to DNR regulations in recent
yaars, the lake might have too many big walleyes that too effectively

prey an what appears to be a fragie forage base. inciuding small
walleyeas,

And on ang on,
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All of which are secundary worties.
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Eundamentally, what badevil the lake and itz walleyes hides in plain
aita every spring, and will reveal aelf again 2oan - routing now a&

ica-out, but nonetheless bizarre.

It's the nets.

Dennis Anderson danderson@startibune.com
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